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. THETHER I did not give you an 


expenſive and liberal education, 


an education, more ſuitable to your future 
hroſpects in life, than to the limits of my own 


narrow fortune? | 


2. Whether, when you went an enſign to 
Gibraltar, with a commiſſion procured you 
by me, through the favor of Lord Bateman, 


we did not part, as we hadalwayslived, un- 
der the appearance of that mutual affection, 


which ought to ſubſiſt between an affectio- 


nate parent, and a grateful child? 


3. Whether, when I was driven by my 
misfortunes, into a voluntary exile, you did 
not write a letter from Gibraltar, to me at 


Barcelona, expreſſing your deep ſenſe of my 
misfortunes, and your defire to viſit me there, 
had it been in your power, adding, that if I 
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returned to France, in whatever part I was, 
you would inſtantly viſit me, and lamenting 
that you was then obliged to return with your 
regiment to England, and thereby prevented 
from coming down to Barcelona as you wiſhed 


4. Whether, upon my return to Calais, 
and yours to London, I did not write you ſe- 
veral letters, during a reſidence there of more 
than ſeven months, and whether you either 


anſwered or took the leaſt notice ofthem,—of 


me,—your brother, your ſiſters,—or family, 


during thoſe ſeven months? 


Whether, upon the death of Lord 
Caſtlehaven, and your becoming a Peer with 
three thouſand pounds a year, from an enſign 
at three ſhillings a day, you either wrote or took 
any the leaſt notice of your father, or family, 
except only, that accidentally meeting 1n the 
ſtreets of London your own brother, then a 
mid ſhipman belonging to the Sandwich, you 
aſked him his name, and being told it, whe- 
ther you gave him, what he was certainly 
without (a little pocket money) or an invita- 


tion to viſit you? or in ſhort, whether you 


ſhewed him the leaſt mark of brotherly at- 


\ tention at that intervew? I will anſwer this 


query in the very words of your brother: you 
DID NOT: and he therefore empowers me to 
repeat what he has more than once given you 
under his name, that he renounces all con- 
nection or acquaintance with you, 

6. Whether, when Mrs. Thickneſſe wrote 
you a letter from Calais, wherein ſhe called 
| 0 | upon 
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upon you to remember, that tho you were a 
Lord, you was ſtill the ſon of an unfortunate 
private man, and reminding you of my mis- 
fortunes, my feelings; my age, and niy family. 


You did not, in reply expreſs a great ſenſe of 


your obligations to her,* but return God 
thanksyou poſſeſſed none of thoje feelings your 
father does, and concluded without even a 
ſingle profeſſion, either of regard, duty, or 
common place civility towards me ? 


7. Whether, that univerſally re ſpected man, 
your uncle, and my brother, late High Malter 
of St. Paul's ſchool, under whole care you 
was educated, and under whole roof youex- 

perienced, during a courſe of years, as much 
affection, attention, and liberality, as love, 
and blood could beſtow, has not been treated 


by you with the ſame neglect as your father? 


he ſtrongly ſuſpects too, that you had a deſign 
to have treated him in the ſame manner as 
to money matters as you have me. 


8. Whether, after the ſpace of two years, 
of your own proſperity, and my adverſity, 
you did not hear I was-dangeroully ill, and 


knowing that there were a few thouſand 
pounds, which muſt be divided (but as 7 


thought proper to proportion it) among your late 
mother's children, you did not ball 

Palmer of the Theatre at Bath, and urge him 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, to go directly to me, to 


expreſs 


* « Your kindneſs to me, Dear Madam, has been ſuch, that 
* I have not felt the loſs of my own mother.“ | 


en to Mr. 


rr 
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_ expreſs your fenſe of your own very undutiſul be- 


hawour, and earneſt wiſhes to meet my forgiveneſs 
and reconciliation, and did you not tell Mr. 
Palmer as a proot of your contrition and con- 
cern, you would fettle two hundred pounds a 
yearupon me? In conſequence of this meſſage 
I did agree to ſee you, but at the ſame time I 
told Mr. Palmer, I was convinced you could 
not be ſincere, and did I not afterwards tell 
you, that if I had not found my parental af- 
fection return, I could not have continued 
my acquaintance with you? Yet after all this, 
did you ever mention one word to me, or I 
toyou, about any ſettlement? On the con- 
trary, you made my houſe, your frequent 


houſe of call, you made my cellars ſublervi- 
ent to your own. You curled my hair, and you 


told me you ſhould now recover your health, Rau- 
ing removed a load of oppreſſion from your mind, 
which had nearly brought you to a determination 
fo uſe a Piſtol, and having thus ſettled the 
ſtomach and heart of your doating father. 
Did you not ſoon after thus accoſt him? © I 
% want very much to go to London but I can- 
* not, I owe there a thouſand pounds, and 1 
* have a thouſand owing me in Ireland; * but J 
* cannot bear to take my privilege of Parliament 
* and not pay my juſt debts.” And did I not 
reply, that tho'I was ſorry you was ſo much 


bebind hand, yet nothing could have given 


me. more ſatisfaction than the latter part of 
| your 


Had you a ſhilling then owing you in Ireland which you 
could not draw for? No, you had not. | 
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your declaration, and I therefore added, to 
confirm to you that I poſſeſſed, thoſe feelings you 
thanked Gd | | 

would pay your debts, and promiſe not to 
contract any more, that I would prevail on 
the Duke of Montague, to let me make a diſ- 
tribution of the money ſettled, and give you 
a thoufand pounds directly, not doubting 
however, but that according to your promiſe 
to Mr. Palmer, and my bounteous offer to 
you, that you would have made me ſome better 
allowance for the riſque I run of your dying 
before me, than giving me only five per cent. 
for my life. I however made no objection, 
but requeſted a boon of you, which could 
not take place till after my death, and is not 
very probable to happen at all. Now did I 
not ſell ſtock to a confiderable amount, as well 
as loſs, and did I not pay into the hands of 
Meſſrs. Hoare a thouſand pounds for your 


uſe? Did I not however tell you, that the 
intereſt muſt be paid duely, and to a day, 
every half year, without which I could not 


live, and yet was I not obliged to call repeat- 
edly upon you before I could obtain even the 
firſt payment! And did you not having 


done with me, again withdraw yourſelf from 


me and your family? 


9. Did you not ſince receiving that thou” 
ſand pounds of me, beſide my paying all ex- 
pences, grant a ſtranger an 180. a year, for 
your own life, on Ins giving you nine hun- 
dred pounds? If you did not, Mr. Palmer 
has deceived me, and defamed you. 
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you were a ſtranger to, that if you 
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10. Did you not however ſettle an hun- 


dred pounds a year on a pipi woman 


who then lived with vou, and did you not 
let your little half brother, whom you had re- 
queſted to educate and provide for, run wild 
at Sandridge-Hill, among all ſorts of r:f-raf 
people, for more than a year, without once 
feeing a ſchool, while the ſpining woman's 


baſtards, by other gallants, were expenſively 


placed at boarding ſchools in Bath by you ? 


I ſhould not however have given myſelf the 
pain of publiſhing theſe queries, nor you the 
ſhame of ſecing them; but that it has been 
propagated with /ome induſtry, that you, who 


| have plundered your unfortunate father, are 


the fupport of him, and that your reflections 
in thoſe days, when I am far out of the reach 
of that bitterneſs with which you have ſeaſon- 


ed my latter davs, may awake in you a ſenſe, 


and a ſorrow of your unkindneſs and want 


. of feeling for your once affectionate father. 


Laſtly. Was not the laſt letter you ever wrote 


to me, framed on purpoſe to introduce your love to 


your brother and fiſters, to omit mentioning. your 


mother in law? For you immediately added that 


fomebody bad certainly poiſoned my mind againſt you, 


when in truth, her gullt was poiſoning you agarnſt 


me, for that is the fact. A fact, I have ſince 


been acquainted with; what the potion of poiſon 


' the adminiſtered was compoſed of, is contained 


in the following letter, written by her, to you, 
unknown to me. | 
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Copy of Letter from Mrs. Thickneſſe to 


jt Lord Audley. 
Mx Lonp, | 
As I may not perhaps have a favourable op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to you alone, I beg 
leave to trouble you with a few lines upon a 
ſubject, which I flatter myſelf, you will con- 
ſider with filial affection. You will perceive 
my dear Lord Audley by the encloſed adver- 
tiſment, that I have endeavoured to obtain 
an addition to your father's income, to ena- 
ble him to continue in his own houſe, which 
is not poſſible for him to do, with the ſmall 
ittance he has to live on; but as no one I 
hind has apphed in conſequence of the ad- 
vertiſment, I fear, I ſhall fail carring my plan 
into execution, in which caſe, your father 
and I muſt hve in the cottage he is now build- 


ing in the garden, and muſt of courſe, let the 


houſe we now are in. As in all probability, 
your dear father has but a few years to live, 
my ardent deſire is to make thoſe few years 
as comfortable, and pleaſant to him as poulſi- 
ble, and Lentreat you to kindly aſſiſt me in 
ſuch an undertaking, which I have reaſon to 
believe, will make you as happy as it will me. 
Al with you to do, is, to add one hundred 
a y car to your dear fathers income, by which 


means, he will then afford to live as he does 


now, and allo keep a horſe, which at hzs time 
of life 1s of great importance. I have no o- 
th-r with, or defire in this world, than to en- 
deayor to make his life happy, and comfort- 
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able, you know I aſk not for the ſake of my/elf, 


but for your father, who I love with un- 
bounded tenderneſs and affection; I call up- 


on you to adminiſter comfort to him, cheriſh 


him, and make him perfectly eaſy 1n his cir- 
cumſtances, which you will do, if you com- 
ply with my requeſt, and even that is no more 
than what you told Mr. Palmer you would 
with pleaſure do, when the reconciliation 
took place between you and your dear father, 


and in that caſe I ſhould not think of en- 


cumbering you any longer with Ralph, as I 
ſhould then be enabled to board him with 
Mr. Graves (who is an excellent maſter) till 
he is of a proper age to be ſent to fea, _ 


I give you my word that your father knows 
nothing of this letter, for if you was even to 
refuſe 1t, I would not for the world give him 
the pain of knowing it, and if you are kind 
enough to grant my requeſt, I would rather 


he ſhould look upon it as entirely your own 
act without any ſolicitation of mine, and 


which I dare ſay you would have readily 


done, if you had conceived your fathers in- 
come to be ſo {mall as it is, and that he denies 


himſelf many comforts which his 2 * re- 
quires. Be a bleſſing to your dear father, 


and may God blels you is the prayer of your 


ever affectionate mother. 


ANN THICKNESSE. 
The | 
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The inſtant you received the above frong 


doſe of poiſon, it operated to a miracle, no re- 
; ply was made to Mrs. Thickneſſe, but your 
butler Jacob was ſent over to my houſe, with 
4 a cart and a verbal meſſage, to fetch more wine 


(though you had had too much before) from 
my cellars to be placed in yours, astheintended 
laſt mark of your a/ſection to your father! But 
nevertheleſs I muſt, and do hereby call upon 
you for one act more. I call upon vou, as 

one who is your father, who was your friend, 

and who relieved you in the hours of your 
> affliction and diftreſs. It is to return (now 

vou are able) the thouſand pounds you lo art- 7 
fully, I will add, ſo ſhamefully obtained of 

me, that the intereſt may be ſecured to me, 
for my life, and not depend on yours, and 

that after my death, it may go to my affecti- 
> onate and dutiful fon Philip, a ſon born of 

the ſame virtuous mother you was, a ſon 
=> whomyou lo meanly ee the firſt hours 
of your own proſperity, and in his adverſity, 
for he was then a midſhipman of a man of war 

2 ſituation of all others the moſt uncomforti- 
ble, and without a ſhilling in his pocket. I 

call upon you to do this, becauſe you know 
that ſhould you die before me the intereſt will 
then FALL, and ſo uus I, for I cannot live 

without it, nor ſcarce with it, I gave it you 
in the hour of your diſtreſs, return it, in the 
days of mine, for you have reduced me to 
the ſituation of dreading to hear of the de- 
e parture of a child, who as a ſon, is already 
dead to me; his family; and if I miſtake not, 
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to the world, as well as to all thoſe feelings, 
which mark the difference between Man; and 
BRUTE. . | 


This buſineſs being done I will endeavor. to 
FORGET vob, I will not ſay roRGIVE You, 
leſt I ſhould deceive myſelf, but Iwill im- 
plore that Being, whois all Mercy, and who 
made you, and me, to forgive you all our 
ſius, and particularly thus treating in the da s 
: of vouralmoſt UNEXAMPLED PROSPERITY, a 
1 father, on whom the REVERSE of the Medal 

N has been ſo deeply impreſſed, that all the na- 
tion have ſeen it, and even my enemies con- 
fels it I could add much more but I retain \* 
the remainder of the ſad tale between you, 
and me, to appear in that laſt act, when the 
play is finiſhed, and the curtain forever dropt 
between Lord Audley, and 3 


PHILLIP THICKNE SSE. 
4 St, Catherines Hermitage, Þ 
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Mar Bath, Nov 21. 1781. 


P. S. Ihave already conveyed to you what 
þ meaſures I intend to take if vou do not re- 
| turn the thouſand pound (guineas I ſhould 2 
i ſay for be aſſured 1 ſhall think no means to 
F reinſtate myſelf beneath me, that are neither 
1 diſhoneſt nor diſhonourable, but remember 
1 when I ſhew myſelf in any particular light, * 
$ | I (hall ſhew LORD AuDLEy too. N 
3 It vou or your confidential friend Mr. Pal- 
=_ - mer, ſhould deny any of the above facts, ſay 
ſo, and I will produce the contradiction under 
both your hands. I ſay this becauſe it was 
with great difficulty and length of a 4 
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could obtain a letter from Mr. Palmer rela- 


tive to what paſſed previous, to that unfor- 
tunate meeting between me and you | 


In juſtice to your mother in law and to you 
I muſt here add an extract from your letter to 


me at Barcelona dated the 131 of Nov. 1775, 


at Gibraltar be/ore your independence on me 


took place and honors and fortune ed you. 


Extract of a letter from Lord Audley to P. 
; IT Ai, e 


J am happy to hear my mother is well 
after travelling ſo long a journey, pray 
* aſſure her of my tendereſt love and affecti- 
% on, I ſhall even be bound to love her, for 
her mary kindneſſes to me, excluſive of 
her unparralicd love for my dear father.“ 


Are you the ſon that could thus write to an 


abſent father when an enſign, and thus treat 
when a Lord? Are you the ſon, that could 
thus ſpeak of a ſtep- mother, and then infinu- 
ate (becauſe ſhe had given you a further proof 
of her unparrelled aſfection ſor me) that ſhe 
had poiſoned me againſt „ou? For ſhame! 
For ſhame! But ſince you have introduced 
the ſubject of poiſon, I muſt repeat what I 
informed you of long ſince, that I ſoleninly be- 
lieve, the woman on whom you ſettled an 
hundred a year poiſoned me, you know I 
went to your houſe in perfect health, and 
when ſhe had loaded me with a hafhee of calts 
head I was inſtantlu ſeized with all the ſymp- 
toms of a man poiſoned, and you and I both 
thought 


. | 
thought I could not live to be brought the . 
next day to Bath. If it be ſaid what has the 
public to do with your conduit to me, or 
mine to you? I reply that I publiſh this pre- 
viouſly to my throwing mylelf, in fome mea- 
ſure, on the public, that they may judge 
whether I have or have not /ome little claim, 
on your uſtice or their protection. 


Previous to the publication of theſe 
queries a copy was ſent to Lord Audley, 
and returned by his Lordſhip the next polt, 
without any notice but that of the poſt- man's 
demand of a ſhilling for its conveyance!!! 


